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The Asian collection is organized chronologically and cross-culturally, because its 
extensive holdings in art from China, Korea, Japan, India, Southeast Asia, and 
Indonesia enable it to show international movements as well as national styles. The 
early Chinese materials-from Bronze and Iron Age through the Han Dynasty (2nd 
century AD)-include bronzes, jades, wood sculptures, and ceramics. Major styles of 
Chinese Buddhist sculpture are represented in fine Six Dynasties stone reliefs, Tang 

dynasty deities, and monumental sculptures as well as smaller gilt-bronzes from the 
fifth to fifteenth centuries. 

About two hundred Chinese paintings spanning the ninth through the nineteenth 
centuries place this collection among the most important in the West. Acquisitions 
through 1980 are fully documented in Eight Dynasties of Chinese catalogue of 

an exhibition jointly organized with the Nelson-Atkins Museum, Kansas City. Song 
figure paintings and monuments of Northern and Southern Song landscapes constitute 
a small, choice section. Yuan Dynasty paintings-about 35, the most extensive 
collection outside China-include literati works by Zhao Mengfu, Ni Zan, and Wang 
Meng, as well as paintings by conservative "academic" masters. Ming and Qing 
paintings are unusually comprehensive, representing almost all literati and professional 
masters-Shen Zhou, Tang Yin, Wen Zhengming, Dong Qichang, the Four Wangs-as 
well as the "eccentrics" and "individualists," such as Wu Bin, Zhu Da, Daoji, and a 
portrait of the Qianlong emperor by Lang Shining (the Jesuit painter Castiglione). 

Ceramics, lacquers, metalwork, and small pieces of furniture, all of exceptional 
quality, complete the collection. 
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